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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2026
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIR

Gardening certainly shifted a gear in May. For the Association, we had our first trip of
2026 to Upton House, heard Sally Morgan (an organic speaker and writer) at our
monthly meeting, and of course ran another successful Plant Sale. The Plant Sale
group and members did a great job growing plants, helping on the day and in the back
room. There was a real buzz in the Town Hall and it's a great way for us to reach the
local community.

| grew peas, beans, courgettes and tomatoes for the Sale but ran into a few problems,
such as courgettes scorched by better-than-expected weather and peas which grew
far too big and were given away. | also left some slow germinating heritage tomatoes
behind as they were a little small but in fact the veggie stall was the first to sell out and
they would have been fine! Still, it's all learning for next year and the perfect time for
sowing broad beans for the Sale if you want to give them a try is the first week in April.

All this, and some decent gardening weather — until the unexpected late frosts and
heatwave of course — and a Chelsea telefest to round off the month. For those who
didn’t make Chelsea, there are many local gardens providing inspiration over the
summer under the NGS scheme and through Village Open Gardens
www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens_in_wiltshire.php. Association meetings take
a break now, returning on 12t August. | look forward to seeing some of you on the
July Badminton trip.

Debs Schofield, on behalf of the MGA committee

Follow up to May Meeting

There was particular interest expressed in a couple of points at the May meeting
following Sally’s comments on healthy soils and natural fertilisers. She mentioned the
Shumei Natural Agricultural Community based in nearby Yatesbury. They have an
online presence if anyone wants to follow up and are running a Summer Fair on 18-
19t July. She also mentioned the spraying of glyphosate, not in connection with harm
to bees, but as a desiccant on corn just before harvest to hasten the drying process
and adverse effects associated with this. Miranda has kindly forwarded details of a
Soil Association petition against this which also contains more information
https://act.soilassociation.org/cut-the-chemicals.

MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 12t AUGUST

There are no evening meetings in June and July but we reconvene on August 121",

PLANT SALE 2026

A huge thank-you to everyone who made this year's plant sale such a success - those
who donated plants, helped set up, manned the stalls, made tea for the volunteers,
put up posters and froze at the door doing Meet and Greet. You will be pleased to
hear that once we paid out expenses, but then included the donation from Andy's
Plants, we made £958.70. A super increase on last year! Our thanks to Debs for
sorting out the money side of things.


http://www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens_in_wiltshire.php
https://act.soilassociation.org/cut-the-chemicals

It was great to see a queue of eager people waiting for the Town Hall doors to open,
and rushing in at 9.30 am. Such friendly gardeners, and always keen to talk about the
plants. It makes for a very pleasant morning. The leftover plants we donated to
Marlborough St Mary's Primary School and Coombe End Court. They were both
delighted with their plants. If you took a laminated poster, could you please return it
to me so it can be modified for next year.

Well, that's it for another year! Please put Saturday 15th May in your diary for next
year. On a final note, our plant sale team is very small so please consider joining our
friendly team next year. We only meet three times a year, so not terribly onerous.
Thanks again for all your support.

Dorothy Aitcheson, Jacqui Taylor, Miranda Gilmour

REMINDER FOR THOSE GOING TO THE RHS FLOWER SHOW AT BADMINTON

The coach will leave from outside the Jubilee Centre at 8.30 am. Please be on time!
We will leave Badminton at 4.00 pm.

MEMBERS’ GARDEN OPEN — ADVANCE NOTICE

On Wednesday 15" July Anna Marsden and Jem Cook will open their garden between
10.30 am and 12 noon. Their home is a central village property with a compact walled
garden and patio full of herbaceous plants. The planting is enhanced by the treatment
of the boundary wall. Anna and Jem will provide teas and coffees and pastries. There
is some parking in the village but plenty in the church carpark, with a lovely walk along
the lane - or even walk to and from Marlborough. The usual invitation will be circulated
at the end of June.

OUTING TO LONGSTOCK PARK WATER GARDEN
& PLANT NURSERY ON TUESDAY AUGUST 11t

A peaceful water garden in the stunning Hampshire countryside. The water garden is
home to a significant plant collection including 100 different trees & 40 different water
lily species. It also attracts a variety of water birds, insects, butterflies & fish. The
garden extends to 6 acres of crystal-clear water, islands & woodland valleys.
Originally created by the Beddington family in the early 1900s, it became part of the
Leckford estate in 1942. John Spedan Lewis, founder of the John Lewis Partnership,
bought the Leckford Estate in 1929 & it still remains with the Partnership. Please be
aware that some paths have an irregular surface and are not smooth. Some islands
can only be reached over a narrow bridge. Basic snhacks and cold drinks will be
available in the water gardens, plus self-service tea & coffee. Packed lunches may be
taken here and there are benches around the gardens. Toilet facilities also.

We will be moving on by coach after a couple of hours to the Plant Nursery, farm shop
& cafe. NO PICNICS ALLOWED at this location. Lunch can be purchased at the cafe.
There will be time to browse the farm shop, wander around the nursery and visit the
garden which holds the National Collection of Buddleias.

Pick up times are 9.00 am at Ogbourne St Andrew and 9.10 am at the Jubilee Centre,
returning to Marlborough at approximately 5.00 pm. The cost is £26.00, covering
travel and entrance to the water garden, and the booking form can be found at the end

of this Newsletter.
Dianne Uttley



GARDEN STUDY COURSES

There are 2 garden study courses within the 2026 White Horse Summer School. More
information from The White Horse Bookshop. https://www.whitehorsebooks.co.uk/the-
white-horse-summer-school-2026?sort=created

GARDEN LINK

A few years ago, Anna Marsden and | thought we’d set up Garden Link. The idea was
that we would make a list of members who would be happy to share their knowledge
of gardening with others looking to solve problems or maybe looking for ideas to
redesign part of the garden or unsure how to carry out particular jobs. We've had
limited take up. However, we know that those who volunteered would be happy to help
out so while we won’t advertise in the newsletter each month if members have a
specific question they can still get in touch with me lesley.andrews@downlands.net
01672 540180 or Anna at cook.marsden@gmail.com 01672 514336.

Last year we gave a talk illustrated by photos of Link members’ gardens. One showed
a water sculpture which added a lot to the pleasure the owners got from their garden.
The artist was Roy Evans and he is one of nearly 60 artists taking part in Marlborough
Open Studios over four weekends in July. At several of the studios taking part you'll
find sculptors making work for outdoors including in glass, ceramic and metal. For
details see www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk Another event well worth a visit is to
an art exhibition near Calne that focuses on sculpture. It has a lovely garden to display
the work in, to give you ideas of course, and the owners have also restored the former
old dairy on the Bowood estate to make a beautiful indoor gallery. This runs from 6
June to 5 July. See www.talosartgallery.co.uk

Finally, my garden problem! | share a hedge with a neighbour who has wild hops that
come up every year, including on my boundary. In previous years I've cut off the stem
part way up the hedge and pulled the piece remaining onto the ground, laid the leaves
on cardboard and sprayed with SBK. | thought | was winning. But its back this year
and I've done the same. But after two lots of spray the leaves still look fine! Any other

ideas please call or email me.
Lesley Andrews

MARLBOROUGH OPEN GARDENS

On Sunday 28th June 1.00 — 5.00 pm. Take a stroll through beautiful gardens and
hidden floral gems on the Open Gardens trail - all within easy walking distance of
Marlborough High Street. This is one of the most important fundraising events in The
Merchant's House calendar, helping to support the ongoing care and restoration of this
remarkable historic house. At least 2 MGA members will be opening their gardens as
part of this event. Tickets: £10 in advance or £12 on the day.

To secure your ticket go to: https://themerchantshouse.co.uk/book-now/

The deadline for copy for the July Newsletter is 24" June

Please send contributions to hayllar@tiscali.co.uk
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BOOKING FORM

VISIT TO LONGSTOCK PARK WATER GARDEN,
PLANT NURSERY AND CAFE
TUESDAY 11" AUGUST 2026

(for insurance purposes this trip is ONLY open to MGA members)
Pick up Ogbourne St Andrew at 9.00 am at bus stop opposite Silks on the Downs

Pick up High Street, Marlborough (outside the Jubilee Centre) at 9.10 am
Approx return time: 5.00 pm

Mobile NO: ... (please bring it with you)
Name of emergency contact ...
Their contact tel. NO.........i e

The cost will be £26

| confirm that | am a member of MGA and have paid my sub for 2026/27

| would like to be picked up at Ogbourne St Andrew (please tick)

Please complete and return this form, indicating how payment has been made,
to Dianne Uttley, 3 River Park, Marlborough SN8 1NH
to arrive no later than Tuesday 14" July 2026

If possible, please pay by bank transfer.

| have used internet banking & transferred £................ to Marlborough Gardening
Association, sort code 30-91-99 Account no. 68746860
PLEASE ENSURE YOU PUT YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE so that we know

you have paid.
OR

If paying by cheque please send to Dianne Uttley together with this form, completing
the declaration below.

| enclose a cheque for£ ............. made payable to Marlborough Gardening
Association.

For any queries about this outing, please email marlbgainfo@gmail.com



