
 

 

                                                      
NEWSLETTER                                                   JULY 2026 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIR 
 

Summer is progressing and July is often one of the hottest months of the year.  At the 
time of writing, we are coming to the end of what has been a flaming June!  I have 
been on holiday in the south-west of France in the Gironde where daytime 
temperatures were 10 degrees higher than at home and at night the mid-30s was 
common.  Nevertheless, they were trimming the vines so that the grapes were shaded 
by the right number of leaves, the fields of sunflowers were just coming into bloom and 
the potager-type village gardens beginning to mature with salad and vegetable crops. 
It seems communities world-wide are experiencing the real effects of climate change 
and in our own way as gardeners we must do our best to take steps to mitigate what 
is happening in real time.   
 
Hopefully during July we can still enjoy some fine but less extreme weather in order to 
relax rather than work in our gardens.  I feel sure there may be a need to water – with 
grey or rainwater of course.  Hopefully some of us have salad crops to harvest, 
tomatoes may be ready, and there is always dead heading and more.  As soon as we 
get some rain brown lawns will come green again. 
 
Everyone will be pleased to note that Zoe Cliffe has agreed to join the Committee, and 
we will co-opt her at our July meeting.  Her contribution to the work of the committee 
will be appreciated and we look forward to welcoming her.  If you feel there is a way 
you could contribute a skill or a task so that collectively we can lighten the load of the 
Committee please don’t be shy in coming forward. marlbgainfo@gmail.com     
 

Grace Hoskin on behalf of the MGA Committee. 

 
RHS FLOWER SHOW AT BADMINTON JULY 9th 

Due to one person having to cancel their place we now have a space for one.  The 
cost is £52 which includes entry ticket and coach. 
Please contact marlbgainfo@gmail.com if you would like to attend. 

 
FINAL REMINDER FOR THOSE GOING TO BADMINTON 

The coach will leave from the Jubilee Centre at 8.30 am and Ogbourne St. Andrew 
The Silks at 8.40 am. Please be punctual! We will leave Badminton at 4.00 pm. 
 

MEMBERS’ GARDEN OPEN  
 

Anna Marsden is looking forward to welcoming MGA members on Wednesday 15th 
July in the morning and she has a few places left.  If anyone would like to attend, 
please contact her cook.marsden1@gmail.com for details and location.  
 

MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 12th AUGUST 

There are no evening meetings in June and July but we reconvene on August 12th. 
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OUTING TO LONGSTOCK PARK WATER GARDEN  
& PLANT NURSERY ON TUESDAY AUGUST 11th 

 

A peaceful water garden in the stunning Hampshire countryside. The water garden is 
home to a significant plant collection including 100 different trees & 40 different water 
lily species.  It also attracts a variety of water birds, insects, butterflies & fish.  The 
garden extends to 6 acres of crystal-clear water, islands & woodland valleys.  
Originally created by the Beddington family in the early 1900s, it became part of the 
Leckford estate in 1942. John Spedan Lewis, founder of the John Lewis Partnership, 
bought the Leckford Estate in 1929 & it still remains with the Partnership.  Please be 
aware that some paths have an irregular surface and are not smooth. Some islands 
can only be reached over a narrow bridge.  Basic snacks and cold drinks will be 
available in the water gardens, plus self-service tea & coffee. Packed lunches may be 
taken here and there are benches around the gardens. Toilet facilities also. 
 

We will be moving on by coach after a couple of hours to the Plant Nursery, farm shop 
& cafe.  NO PICNICS ALLOWED at this location.  Lunch can be purchased at the cafe. 
There will be time to browse the farm shop, wander around the nursery and visit the 
garden which holds the National Collection of Buddleias. 
 

Pick up times are 9.00 am at Ogbourne St Andrew and 9.10 am at the Jubilee Centre, 
returning to Marlborough at approximately 5.00 pm.  The cost is £26.00, covering 
travel and entrance to the water garden, and the booking form can be found at the end 
of this Newsletter. 
Dianne Uttley 

WEEKEND AWAY 
 

A group of very contented gardeners returned from our weekend in Essex with many 
happy memories and a considerable number of plants.  The sun shone throughout, 
almost too much at times although we managed to find shade, and all the gardens 
were colourful and full of inspiration.  Thanks especially to Carol Davis for organising 
the weekend and we look forward to Dorset in 2027. 
   

RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

Thinking ahead to August and beyond, remember we have a Raffle at each of our 
meetings. Bev Luxford runs the Raffle and would welcome prize donations - unwanted 
gifts perhaps? They don't have to be garden related. The Raffle plays a valuable part 
so please support it not just by buying tickets. Bring your gifts when you come to a 
meeting so Bev can make use of them. 

 

RHS Affiliate Membership – Reminder! 
Marlborough Gardening Association is an Affiliate RHS member. This offers two adults 
a 50% discount off entry to any RHS garden (RHS Bridgewater, RHS Harlow Carr, 
RHS Hyde Hall, RHS Rosemoor and RHS Wisley) except during RHS Flower Shows 
and RHS Glow events. It also pays to check in advance the discount applies on the 
day of the week you wish to go.  If you are planning a visit (and not a RHS member) 
please contact marlbgainfo@gmail.com to arrange to borrow the discount card and to 
return it after use.  

E-mail addresses 
If you change your email address, please make sure you inform the Membership 
Secretary on marlbgainfo@gmail.com. This ensures you receive the Newsletter 
regularly. 

The deadline for copy for the August Newsletter is 24th July 
Please send contributions to hayllar@tiscali.co.uk 
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BOOKING FORM 

VISIT TO LONGSTOCK PARK WATER GARDEN,  
PLANT NURSERY AND CAFE 
TUESDAY 11th AUGUST  2026 

(for insurance purposes this trip is ONLY open to MGA members) 
  

Pick up Ogbourne St Andrew at 9.00 am at bus stop opposite Silks on the Downs 
 
Pick up High Street, Marlborough (outside the Jubilee Centre) at 9.10 am  
 

Approx return time:  5.00 pm 
 

 

Name …………………………………………….……………………...……………… 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Email ……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Mobile No: …………………………………………………… (please bring it with you) 
 
Name of emergency contact  ………………………………………………………… 
 
Their contact tel. no.……………………………………………………………………. 
 
The cost will be £26  
 
I confirm that I am a member of MGA and have paid my sub for 2026/27   
 
I would like to be picked up at Ogbourne St Andrew (please tick)            
 
 

Please complete and return this form, indicating how payment has been made, 
to Dianne Uttley, 3 River Park, Marlborough SN8 1NH 
to arrive no later than Tuesday 14th July 2026 
 
If possible, please pay by bank transfer.  
 
I have used internet banking & transferred £……………. to Marlborough Gardening  
Association, sort code 30-91-99 Account no. 68746860  
PLEASE ENSURE YOU PUT YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE so that we know 
you have paid. 
 

OR 
 

If paying by cheque please send to Dianne Uttley together with this form, completing 
the declaration below. 
 

I enclose a cheque for £ …………. made payable to Marlborough Gardening 
Association. 
 
 
 

For any queries about this outing, please email marlbgainfo@gmail.com 
 

 


