
 

 

NEWSLETTER                           APRIL 2023   

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN    

I was sorry that weather resulted in us cancelling our March meeting, however if you are 
struggling with pruning do look at the RHS website https://www.rhs.org.uk 

I am really looking forward to hearing about the development of Iford Manor Gardens at 
our April meeting and if you haven’t visited these wonderful Italianate gardens before, or 
would enjoy another visit, do join our trip on 28 June (further information and booking form 
below). 

It looks as though March is to remain mild, but showery, so our plants will grow, so I hope 
you will have some lovely daffodils to bring for the display table at our April meeting and 
will also be nurturing plants for our Annual Plant Sale on 13 May.  Don’t forget to save 
the date! 

I am delighted that Lesley and Anna have taken it upon themselves to launch, ‘Garden 
Link’, (see below). It provides an opportunity for all members to get involved, whether it is 
to help with advice or to acquire it from others. I do hope you will want to get involved in 
this innovative scheme. 

At the AGM you approved your MGA Committee for 2023 and I thought it might be helpful 
to remind you of who we are and what are key roles are: 

Chairman – shared between Miranda, Debs, Jane and Deirdre 

Treasurer – Debs Schofield 

Membership Secretary – Grace Hoskin 

Newsletter/Publicity – Deirdre Watson 

Speaker Secretary – Jan Lillywhite 

Day Trips – Jane Tilbrook and Miranda Gilmour 

Display Table – Myra Hay 

Raffle – Bev Luxford 

Contact details for committee members are on the website. 

 

Display Table at Meetings:  We didn’t have a chance to launch this in March, so April will 
be the first time for our themed ‘display table’ at our monthly meetings, where all members 
are invited to bring something along on that month’s topic.  The theme for April is Daffodils.  
No need to bring a huge bunch or a proper vase; something small in any container is fine.  
It isn’t a competition, just a way of sharing plant ideas.  You can see the monthly topic in 
your 2023/4 programme.   
Miranda Gilmour 



THE NEXT MEETING  

Wednesday 12 April 2023: Please note that for this and future meetings we will open 
the doors a bit earlier at 6.45pm, to allow members to mingle and chat with a free 
cuppa, and buy some raffle tickets, before the speaker starts at 7.30pm.   

The Speaker is The Speaker for April 12th is MARIANNE CARTWRIGHT- HIGNETT, 
talking about “The History and Future of Iford Manor and Gardens" 

William and Marianne Cartwright-Hignett are the owners and managers of Iford Manor, a 
delightful honey-stone Cotswold manor house on the Wiltshire-Somerset border near 
Bradford on Avon.  Set on the last hill of the Cotswolds is unlike any other with its romantic 
design and architecture, combining formality with nature and magnificent rural views 
across an unspoilt valley. The gardens were principally designed by Harold Peto in the 
early 20th Century, but the history of Iford extends back far further.   It has been open to 
visitors, since 1910 and used as a key location for the film "The Secret Garden" in 2020. 

The talk will discuss the evolution of the garden over the centuries, the challenges of 
maintaining a historic garden, and look to the future ‘unwritten historic’ of historic gardens 
and Iford in particular. 

MGA  will be visiting these Grade 1 listed Gardens on the 28th June.  
Jan Lillywhite 

 

GARDEN LINK: LOCAL RESOURCE FOR GARDENING ADVICE AND 
SUPPORT ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Have you ever wondered if a plant you love will flourish in your soil?  Or want some design 
hints for a brand new garden? Or are a novice and don’t know where to start?  Or want to 
grow some fruit and veg but need advice?  Or aren’t quite sure about when to prune your 
roses or your clematis? Well, help is at hand!  Two of our members, Lesley Andrews and 
Anna Marsden, have realised that amongst us, our members have a fantastic variety of 
gardens and experience and we share the same climate conditions and work with the full 
range of local soils.  So they have set up Garden Link.  The idea is to link up members 
seeking tips or advice with those happy to offer it.  This may involve a chat on the phone, 
or perhaps visiting someone’s garden – whatever works best for the people involved. 

We have already got offers from members covering lots of topics.  Here are just a few: 
Growing fruit and veg 

Perennial borders  
Making a wildflower meadow 

Planting and plant care advice 

Creating a courtyard garden 

Pruning shrubs  
Garden ponds for wildlife not fish! 
Permaculture 

Caring for fruit trees 

and lots more ….   

Further information on how the scheme works, and a full list of topics offered, are on the 
website at:  http://www.marlbga.org.uk/  We will update this regularly, so keep an eye out!        

If you would like to offer tips or experience on a topic, or need advice on any garden topic 
where we don’t list the expertise, let us know and we’ll put out a call for a Garden Link. 
We gardeners love to share our ideas and pass on helpful tips – so do tap into this free 
resource on your doorstep!  To get in touch, simply ring Anna Marsden on 514336 or 
Lesley Andrews on 540180. 
Lesley Andrews; Anna Marsden

http://www.marlbga.org.uk/


TALK AT THE MERCHANT’S HOUSE ON 19th APRIL 

Global Warming and the Impact on our Gardening Year  on 19th April 7pm – 8.30pm  

Climate change is affecting how we garden. This is a timely talk by the Merchant’s House 
head gardener Suzanne Milward on how we understand and adapt to the changing face of 
gardening.  

All tickets and full details online: www.themerchantshouse.co.uk/events  

Standard Tickets: £15 Friends Tickets: £12  
Deirdre Watson  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

LAST CHANCE TO PAY SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  2023 

Our annual membership runs from March 2023 to February 2024. 

Thanks to all members who have paid their subs and I look forward to seeing you at MGA 
activities throughout the year.  If anyone has forgotten to pay, please do so before 30th 
April when our membership database is refreshed. 
 
Payments can be by cash, internet banking or cheque. 
 

1. Internet banking: Transfer your payment to Marlborough Gardening Association, 
sort code 30-91-99 Account no. 68746860.  PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME IN THE 
REFERENCE BOX so that we can identify your payment. 
 

2. In person at our April meeting. 
 
3. By post: you can post or deliver a cheque/cash to Debs Schofield, 68 Five Stiles 
Road, Marlborough SN8 4BE. Please include a note with your name/s and make cheques 
payable to Marlborough Gardening Association. 
 

* If you cannot pick up your membership card at a meeting and would like yours sent, 
please send a SAE to the above address. NB you can also view the programme on the 
website http://marlbga.org.uk/indexfiles/MGAProgramme.pdf .  
 If you need an application form (eg if your details have changed), you can also find this on 
the website. 
Debs Schofield 

 

 VISIT TO ILFORD MANOR GARDENS AND DOWNSIDE NURSERIES  
WEDNESDAY 28th JUNE  2023 

 
To link with our April speaker, we will be visiting Iford Manor Gardens, one of the well-
known gardens created by the architect and garden designer Harold Peto. Peto first visited 
Iford House in 1898 and the following year bought it and lived there for the rest of his life.  
He re-designed and expanded the garden, which included incorporating the many 
artefacts he had collected from his extensive travels abroad.  
 
The property is on a hillside so there are quite a lot of steps and slopes to negotiate, but 
plenty of seats dotted about provide rest and some wonderful views across the valley. 

We aim to arrive before 10am when we will gather on the bridge at the front of the Manor 
for a brief introduction to Iford.  At 10.15am we will be able to enjoy the garden until 

http://marlbga.org.uk/indexfiles/MGAProgramme.pdf


12.00pm when we will reconvene back on the bridge prior to our visit to the walled garden 
(which is only open to groups).   

There is a small café which serves light snacks and drinks.  If, however you wish to use 
the restaurant, please ensure you book beforehand, allowing sufficient time for your meal 
before the coach leaves. https://www.ifordmanor.co.uk/restaurant 

While picnics may not be eaten in the garden, there is space overlooking the river Frome, 
opposite the Manor. I suggest you bring something to sit on. 
 
We will leave Iford Manor at 2.15pm when we will travel a couple of miles up the road to 
visit Downside Nurseries.  The Young family have run this traditional nursery for over 50 
years. It stocks a wide range of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees, as well as bedding 
plants, many of which are grown on-site. Arrive ready to have a good wander about as 
when I last visited there were a very wide variety of plants and difficult decisions to be 
made! Do remember to come armed with bags to take any plants home! 

There is a loo at Downside, but no refreshments. Access is flat. 

We will leave the nursery at approx. 3.45pm, arriving back in Marlborough at 5,00pm 

and Ogbourne St Andrew shortly afterwards. 

The cost will be £ 29.00 

Travel times and places: 
Pick up Ogbourne St Andrew at 8.30 am at the bus stop opposite the Silks on the 

Down (please indicate on the booking form if you wish to be picked up here). 
Pick up High Street, Marlborough (outside the Jubilee Centre) 8.40 am. 
Miranda Gilmour 
 

WESTWIND  NGS OPEN DAY - (2pm to 5pm) SUNDAY 30th JULY 2023  
CAN YOU HELP? 

This is a message from member Kate Stewart-Hilliar who kindly stood in at the January 
meeting, and talked about her and her mother’s work in restoring and developing their 
garden in Manton. 
  
As some of you may recall from my talk at the January meeting, my mother and I will be 
opening our garden in Manton, along with Peacock Cottage, for the NGS in July. Some of 
you kindly expressed an interest in either volunteering on the open day or baking cakes for 
the event. If this is still of interest, please contact me either via email at 
westwindmanton@gmail.com or come and see me at the April meeting. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
Kate Stewart-Hilliar 
 

     RHS CARD 

As we are affiliated to the RHS, they provide us with an RHS card that can be borrowed by 
our members for a garden visit. The card offers 50% discount for up to 2 members of the 
Affiliated Society to any RHS Garden (Bridgewater, Harlow Carr, Hyde Hall, Rosemoor and 
Wisley) with the exception of RHS Flower Shows and RHS Glow events.  
If you would like to borrow the card, please contact the membership secretary, Grace 
Hoskin, on grace.hoskin@gmail.com. 
Grace Hoskin 

 

The deadline for copy for the May Newsletter is 23 April 2023.  Please send contributions to 
dwatsonweavers@gmail.com  

https://www.ifordmanor.co.uk/restaurant
mailto:westwindmanton@gmail.com
mailto:grace.hoskin@gmail.com
mailto:dwatsonweavers@gmail.com


 

BOOKING FORM 

 

VISIT TO IFORD MANOR GARDENS AND DOWNSIDE NURSERIES 

WEDNESDAY 28th JUNE 2023 

 

Name …………………………………………….……………………...……………… 

 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Email ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Mobile No: …………………………………………………… (please bring it with you) 

 

Name of next of kin……………………………………………………………………. 

 

Their contact telephone number(s)…………………………………………………… 

 

I would like to be picked up at Ogbourne St Andrew (please tick here) 

 

Cost £ 29.00 per person 

 

Please return this form indicating how payment has been made to arrive no later than 

Friday 16th June 2023 

 

If possible, please pay by bank transfer and email your completed form to  

schofielddeborah1@gmail.com completing the declaration below: 

 

I have used internet banking & transferred £……………. to Marlborough Gardening 

Association, sort code 30-91-99 Account no. 68746860 PLEASE ENSURE YOU PUT 

YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE so that we know you have paid. 

 

OR 

 

If paying by cheque please send to: Debs Schofield, 68 Five Stiles Road, Marlborough, 

SN8 4BE or at an MGA meeting, completing the declaration below. 

 

I enclose a cheque for £ …………. made payable to Marlborough Gardening Association. 

mailto:schofielddeborah1@gmail.com

